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Kirkham Town Council     

The Community Centre

Mill Street

Kirkham

PR4 2AN

Tel 01772 682755                                                              

Minutes of Meeting of Kirkham Town Council held on 1st September 2015

Present: The Mayor Cllr Paul Hodgson (in the chair) Councillors E. Oades, E. Silverwood, 

J. Cameron. K. Beckett. P Hardy. M.Cox. M. McIver. P Boardman.
E.Duffy (Minutes)

Public Platform- N&H Donnelly. (8, Priory Close). S Long (57 St.Michaels Road). 

D Knight (13, Priory Close)


Members of the public voiced their concerns around a recent planning application for 177 houses at Brook Farm Dowbridge (App 15/0547). They were advised to be prepared, to call on Treales and Newton residents for support, to call a public meeting, to allocate a speaker on each planning policy topic and to reply to their notification letters from FBC as soon as possible. Ask FBC how wide was their consultation and raise awareness with those Kirkham residents who have not been notified. Kirkham Development website still operating. Cllr Oades to raise their concerns on the delay in receiving their notification letters with FBC planning officers. 
1:  Apologies

None. 
Welcome Cllrs Cox and Boardman.
2:  Declaration of interest

Cllr Oades - all planning applications. 
Cllr Cox – planning application 15/0529 – Pear Tree School. Place of work.
Cllr Hardy- all planning applications-substitute on planning committee
3:  Policing in Kirkham 
Issues
· That Police refer to Kirkham Town Council not Parish

· That Cllr Oades met with the Police Commissioner in May who promised the lack of policing and communications would improve. Led to a meeting with Police Inspector who undertook to make improvements and have the Kirkham Inspector get in touch but no contact yet.
· After the Commissioner pledging that Kirkham wouldn’t suffer in the cut backs only one PCSO is seen occasionally and no police officers.

· Cllr Oades will have a phone conversation on the 3rd September and Cllr Silverwood requests that the issue of shop radios is discussed. No police response to radio calls for help.

· Number of Police is geographical not linked to population.

· Anti Social behavior on the car park

Resolved to write to the Police and request a senior officer to attend a meeting
4:  Minutes of the previous meeting
Resolved that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 7th July 2015 be 
approved as a correct record and signed accordingly.

5: Matters arising 
· Allotments-A valuation for the installation of water proved too expensive so the money will be spent on water butts and irrigation system
· Clarification that the defibrillator will need to be funded through public fundraising but if they want to raise funds for one we will install it.

6: Finance Report 

Resolved that the report be approved.

· The accounts are with the auditor and should soon be accepted.

· Without paying Town Clerk wages there is less spend than in previous years and a larger reserve.
· A large reserve is needed for unforeseen building repairs. Large spend pending on William Segar Hodgson.
Resolved that a letter of thanks goes to Renate for preparing and keeping the accounts and remuneration will be addressed.

7: Mayors announcements
· Inauguration of two Methodist ministers at Lytham Methodist Church where the technology is impressive 

8: Correspondence
a) Speeding vehicles- Letter from John Summerscales concerning a fatal accident on Dowbridge. Four accidents in 13 years. The need for traffic calming measures.- Letter to be passed to Police and LCC.
b) AFC Fylde- Mayor to sign Service Level Agreement between KTC and AFC which has been revised.
Resolved that the SLA be signed and returned
Additionally AFC Foundation have advertised a two hour session for 5-6 weeks on the MUGA without permission. Issues around closing the MUGA to the general public which may breach funders requirements. They have been told that all events require an events form.

Resolved that the sessions can go ahead.

9:   LPAOS Report
· Appointments to committee pending- 4 Councillors concerned with local parks and open spaces meeting once per month with contractors and reporting back to Council

· Kirkham awarded In Bloom prize. Will know what in October at Southport
· Developers have damaged grounds when putting in a mains feed across St.Georges Park. FBC can’t cost the damage so a £1k retainer is required.

· Play inspection-Zurich passed all equipment and we have negotiated one more prisoner to help with the grounds.

· Contractors are working on the old cabbage patch at St.Georges.

· Request for approximately £200 to winter plant the cast iron planters

Resolved that planting can go ahead

· FBC received a recommendation from Cllr. Oades for the Parks team and road sweeper which was published.

· Request for toddler slide in Memorial Park. Can be considered for next year’s plan and annual budget 

· Graffitti under toddler equipment to be reported to Town Clerk so she can ring the graffiti line at FBC or provide the number
a) Parks and Open Spaces

i) Lighting at MUGA- Proposal for lower level lights to be installed with a timer and upgrade on consumer unit and wiring at a cost of £2,520

Resolved to proceed with new lighting
Had been told that a grant would be made available from the Community Safety Partnership to cover costs.
Resolved to write to Tracy Morrison and ask for grant
ii) Dog walking
There is a plan in place and once actioned dog walking will be accommodated.

b) William Segar Hodgson-
· Kirkham Juniors requested to hire Marquis to remove all brambles. Our contractors do not recommend it.

Refused
· New fence has a hole in it. Expensive and proposal for contractors to return and mend it.
Action Cllr Hodgson to look at it.
· Tender for works has gone out 

c) Community Centre- No report
d) Allotments- Have won a prize in the In Bloom competition
10:  Social Media Report
Appointments to committee pending- 3 Councillors concerned with Social Media and website meeting once per month and reporting back to Council

Resolved to rename this committee “Communications”
11: Staffing Committee Report

Appointments to committee pending- 4 Councillors liaising with Town clerk and Caretaker meeting once per month and reporting back to Council
12: Appointment to Committees

Resolved that the following Councillors sit on Committees

· LPAOS- Cllrs Oades, Cox, Silverwood, Cameron (Substitute – Cllr McIver)
· Communications- Cllrs Cameron, McIver, Boardman
· Staffing- Cllrs McIver, Oades, Boardman 
13:  Planning applications

a) 15/0420 – Land to West of Nookwood Cottage – 1 two storey dwelling
No objection
b) 15/0462 – 2 Regency Crescent – single storey extension
No objection
c) 15/0469 – Kirkgate Centre – The Original Factory Shop fascia signs
Objection on the grounds that the application is not in keeping with the conservation area of the High Street and does not comply with Fylde Borough Council's regulations for signage

d) 15/0508 – Wm Morrisions – store servicing times
Objection on the grounds that these are unsociable hours within a residential area.
e) 15/0529 – Pear Tree School – demolition of annex building
No objection
f) 15/0547-Brook Farm, Dowbridge
Objection on the following grounds
SP2. The development is outside the settlement boundary.
It does not comply with FBC's adopted Local Plan.
It does not comply with FBC's emerging Local Plan.
It sits within the Flood Zone 2.
    The high percentage increase in addition to the current increase.
It fails to meet the objectives of EP10 and 11 in the context of the Lancashire Landscape Strategy.
It fails to demonstrate satisfactory access and egress or efficient operation of the highway network.
The increase in access and egress  will be detrimental to highway safety.
It will be detrimental to the visual amenity and landscape of the area.
It will be detrimental to the biodiversity, ecology and wildlife in the area.
Drainage is a key issue and is highlighted in Policy 802.
The site currently has significant drainage issues and lies in and adjacent to Flood Plain 2.
The existing amenities, infrastructure and services will be inadequate if this proposal is granted permission.
The site is in a new strategic development area decisions on allocation and release of new development sites must be done through the new Spatial Planning Process defined by PPS12 and include public consultation and independent inspection.
Resolved to call a public meeting in relation to Planning Application 15/0547 when Renate can confirm Community centre availability
14:
   Licensing 
 No Report
15:   Rural Splash.
 No Report

16:   KWBG Report. 

 Cllr Silverwood proposed that the Council goes into Committee to exclude the public and press on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reasons of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted
Resolved to go into committee
On returning to Council it was proposed that the following account be minuted for future reference

Resolved to minute the following account

The Council was advised that Mr. John Sergeant, Lord of the Manor, had taken legal proceedings against Councillor Silverwood in relation to the Business Group hosting Saturday markets at Kirkham Market Square.
He asserted that his permission should have been obtained and a fee paid.

Councillor Silverwood, in defense of this action, asserted that the proceedings should have

1. Been taken collectively against Kirkham and Wesham Business Group

2. That the Market Square is common l and owned and maintained by Lancashire County Council and that permission to hold the markets was obtained from that body and that Mr. Sargeants charter only allows him the right to hold Thursday markets plus two feast days per year.

The action was dealt with by the County Court and the ruling of that court is as follows

1. That there was no contract between Mr. Sargeant and Kirkham and Wesham business Group and if there had been any action should have been taken against all past and present members of the business group.

2. That Mr. Sargeant does not own Kirkham Market Square, it is common land, in the ownership of Lancashire County Council and it is subject to the Highways Act.
The case was found in favour of Councillor Silverwood. Costs were subsequently awarded to Councillor Silverwood which partially covered her legal expenses.

Mr. Sargeant had the opportunity to appeal within 21 days.

A copy of the written judgment will be placed on file at Kirkham town Council, Fylde Borough Council and Lancashire County Council.
17:   Twinning
Clarification that Kirkham Town Council are not represented at the Twinning meetings.

Resolved that there is no KTC representation

18:   Highways.  
Issues at

· Kirkgate-Potholes

· Lunesdale/Carr Lane –Road sinking

· Nelson Street opposite Londis- Potholes and road breaking up

· Blackpool Rd opposite Sam Betts- Low overhanging trees

· Townend Main Street/ Clegg St- Block paving begins Monday 7th
· Cllr McIver has request for dropped kerb. Cllr Oades explains the Lancs CC budget for dropped kerbs is only 10k so are hard to get.

· Red phone box- discussed adopting.
19.   Appointment of Town Clerk/ Community Facilities Administrator
Emma Duffy was offered the position and accepted.
20:   Dates of next meeting

Next Council Meeting is 6th October 2015
Committee meeting dates to be confirmed.

Signed:




Dated:

Cllr Paul Hodgson - Mayor
.   
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