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Minutes of Meeting of Kirkham Town Council held on Tuesday 2nd September 2014 
 Present: The Mayor Councillor J. Cameron (in the Chair) Councillors K. Beckett, P. Hodgson, M. McIver, E. Oades, E. Silverwood, K Wright
Invited Speaker: Adrian Long Twinning Association

Members of the Public: Peter Wood KJFC

1: Apologies of absence from Peter Hardy

2: Cllr E Oades declared an interest in all planning applications.
3: Police report as attached sheet. Superintendent Mc Kenzie and Sgt Andy Hill attending.
The reoccurring of problem of bikes on footpaths was brought up and the police responded that they would look into this; the same was said about teenagers skateboarding down the centre of busy roads. It was reported that in a number of areas in the town including a public house, drug dealing was taking place. Police to arrange a PAC meeting in the area for members of the public to come forward and report the drug dealing. The question was also asked if the police knew of any problems occurring on the close, involving cars being driven into each other. Police to investigate.

The problems with dialing 101 were discussed, the police said the problems with the service had not been fixed, but had improved and were still being worked on.

Any drug dealing should be reported through Crime Stoppers, the person reporting it, would not be known to the drug dealers. It was said that the residents tended to report crime to the local councillors and not the police, as they felt no action was taken by the police.

The question was asked why so many of the reported incidents on the police report end with Case closed, no further lines of enquires. The reply was that if it was not solved within a number of days, the case was closed, but not forgotten.

It was reported that the police had informed a shopkeeper, that the CCTV was the responsibility of KTC and not the police by a special.

KTC requested that the police inform colleagues that, while the CCTV was not currently monitored, access was available to help catch criminals.
It was reported that the PAC meeting buses schedule had not been updated on the Police website.

Police asked to monitor the Park more closely on Friday and Saturday nights due to the amount of litter, bottles and broken glass, the police reported that it was on their Hotspot list.

The police said that communications with the council and the public had not been good in the past, changes were still taking place and in the next 12 to 24 months the police force would drop from 3000 to 2000 officers. The police had no choice as the government had reduced their budget.
4: The Minutes of the meeting July 2014 were approved unanimously.
5:  No matters arising from the minutes.
6: Twining

Adrian Long gave a short history of the twinning and also explained that it was difficult to get the two towns to understand that KTC did not have a budget as they did. In fact their budget was like Preston or even Lancashire CC.

Adrian said he had just taken over the chair of the committee and it was good to meet with KTC and discuss the various aspects of twinning.

The twinning was now more a community function, with people attending from around the area not just Kirkham and the age group was in the 56 to above years. He stated that the twinning visit was in a three-year cycle and Kirkham would be next in 2017.

The next visit was Ancenis in France and he would pass on an invite from the Mayor.

KTC said any member of the council could attend any of the twinning functions, in their own right, but they did not represent KTC.

Adrian said it had been a very informative meeting and was sure the Twinning and KTC would work closely together in the future.

7: The finances were passed and it was to be minuted that a vote of thanks was recorded for all the work on the new accounts, audit and Acting Town Clerk duties to Renate Hodgson. This was passed and agreed by all councillors present

8: No announcements

9: Correspondence from KJFC to be discussed in LPAOS report.

With regards to the complaint by Mr Dugdale, KTC solicitor had met Mr Dugdale and had also had a meeting with Cllr Odes and Cllr Silverwood and had taken a statement from them regarding the true facts on behalf of KTC and the solicitor had written to Mr Dugdale.
The Acting Town Clerk had negotiated a price reduction for the Gas for 2014 to 2016, with a saving of over £300 per year. It was agreed by all councillors present to sign the new agreement.

10: LPAOS

The cost of cleaning the memorial park on a Saturday & Sunday morning would be £17.00 & £23.25 per hour. The actual time needed to be discussed with FBC, but all councillors agree it was worth doing especially during the summer months.

The capping stones had been re-fitted.

FBC was going to let KTC have a cost for repairing the damaged football pitches that Danvic had over fertilized and damaged the grass.

The on-going survey of the trees in Kirkham was still on going and St Georges was to be the next.
A complaint by a member of public that her garden in the corner on WSH & farmers field was growing over her fence, this to be check by FBC tree team.

WSH the roof was safe for KJFC to use the changing rooms, and that keys had been handed out and recorded.
The subject of the letter from KJFC was discussed and it was agreed that they was never an intention of not letting KJFC play on the WSH pitches and that in the Councils minutes it stated that KJFC could come back to KTC to discussed the new charges.
It was agreed by all present that a meeting between The LPAOS group and KJFC take place to agree a price for 2014 to 2015 and ways of supporting KJFC.

Lights on the MUGA to be inspected and costs given for overhauling them if needed also to look at a means of charging for their use.

11: KWBG Nothing to report

12: Rural Splash, The modernisation of the changing rooms were presently about 50% complete and 
would be completed in October.

13: Planning

All the plans were discussed and voted on.

14/0611
No objections

14/0602
No objections

Improved design of plans for Pear Tree School was noted that it was a great improvement on the original.

14: Staffing

It was agreed that the staffing committee have a meeting with Renate Hodgson urgently to discuss how the work was carried out, so as a job specification could be issued and agreed at the next council meeting.

With the position advertised in October, interviews October and November, with a person employed for December 2014.

15: Licensing

Cllr McIver would take on the role of DPS as he has a license. Cllr McIver to complete the forms urgently and get them back to FBC.

16: Council web site

This to be looked at in 2015.
17: Highways

The gully outside No 1 Oxford drive was blocked again.
The kerb on Church Street had been dropped and our LCC councillor was thanked for her help in getting this done.

St Michael's church had asked KTC if it could have an H bar marked on the road outside the gate to stop people parking, they would have to apply to LCC Highways, as KTC does not have any authorisation for highways.

18: Date & time of next Council meeting 

7th October 2014.
The meeting closed.
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