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PL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KIRKHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON

WEDNESDAY 13THJANUARY 2010 FOLLOWING LEISURE COMMITTEE AT 7PM

COUNCIL CHAMBER MOOR STREET KIRKHAM
Present: The Mayor, Councillor Paul Hodgson (in the Chair), Councillors Mrs E A Oades, K.Wright, P. Hardy, J.Cameron, E.Silverwood, E.Oldfield, Dr. B Mitchell
1. Apologies for absence: Cllr. R Green

2. Declarations of interest: Members were reminded that, in accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act of 1972 and Council Standing Orders, any pecuniary or other interests must be declared. Cllr. Hardy declared an interest in all Planning matters. Noted

3. Policing in Kirkham: P.C Davis Community Beat Manager reported in a decrease in all crime in the Kirkham area for the previous month. The Mayor thanked P.C Davis for her commitment to the community in organising the Christmas Party at the Community Centre on Sunday December 13th. Cllr. Oades requested sourcing available funding for a bike rack at the newly created Teen zone. Noted PC Davis to further this. Parking wardens will be in Kirkham, in partnership with the Police to enforce parking restrictions.
4. Ratification of the actions of the Leisure Committee held on January 13th 2010. Approved.

5. Approval of the minutes of Council held on December 1st 2009. Approved

6. Matters arising from those minutes. None recorded

7. Mayor’s announcements: the Mayor reported on various engagements he has attended in the previous month. 

8. Town Clerks announcements and correspondence: The clerk reported on the Twinning Invitation received from Kirkham’s Twin town Bad Bruckenau to attend a celebration July 16th to 18th. Approved that the Mayor and Mayoress attend together with the Town Clerk. The Mayors travel to be supported by the Mayors allowance. The Clerk reported on a response from the CE of FBC to a letter sent by KTC 17th September 2009 on the SHLAA report and Community Governance Review. Noted. The clerk reported on an email received from Cllr. Oldfield giving his apologies for not be able to attend the CAB and CPRE as this councils representative due to his work commitments. Noted Cllr Oldfield was thanked for the interest in attending these meetings when he is able and his continuing support to the town. The clerk reported on a telephone call received from a resident of Church Street complaining of the damage caused by Air Ambulance to a fence panel costing £14.00 to repair. The clerk has informed the resident that Air Ambulance is a registered charity and that permission to land in an emergency situation would have been granted by the relevant authority. Noted. LCC Chairman has submitted a letter on discontinuing the Lancashire Locals meetings stating costs and duplication and in some cases the slowing of works as the cause. Cllr. Oades as LC Councillor has expressed her concerns re the reduction of public accessibility to Members at all levels. Noted
9. Parks and open spaces: - The clerk distributed a letter received from the Director Community Services FBC “that an informal meeting of the Cabinet has reconsidered the proposal to transfer the parks and open spaces in Kirkham to the Town Council”. Cllr. Oades to raise this with FBC .noted.
10. Kirkham Baths – Rural Splash: - the clerk distributed a letter received from the YMCA Chief Executive on the progress made in the past 12 months and the need for continuing support in the future. Cllr. Oades reported on the concept of ‘Buy a bubble’ to increase funding. The letter also requested £3,000.00 funding from KTC 20010/2011, an invoice will follow. Approved: that £3,000.00 funding will be made available to the YMCA.
11. KWBG – update: the Chair, Cllr. Silverwood, detailed plans to hold markets on the first Saturday of each month and town signage. Noted The Town Centre Manager promised by FBC for the three towns may be able to offer assistance in supporting businesses. It was noted that there has been no communication between FBC and the Chairs of the relevant business groups prior to the announcement of this post.
Councillor Oades reported that a 20/20 Vision for St Anne’s and Lytham excludes Kirkham and that an LCDL pilot scheme for towns with a rural hinterland has granted 200K to St. Anne’s. Town signage, LCDL are requesting an update on this, the KWBG Secretary to further. Noted

12. Planning applications:
a. 09/0822
Orders Lane – New Fylde Housing ( plan accepted on the night)

KTC Observe that:-

· Any Section 106 public Realm Monies generated from this development should be used on Kirkham town centre infrastructure with consultation between KTC and other interested bodies..

· Insufficient car parking to the apartments

· Apartment design would be preferable with a pitched roof

· No objections to the Swarbrick Street development – access should be through Swarbrick Street only

b. 09/0738
48 Poulton Street Kirkham – change of use and extension

KTC observe that the plan is over intensive   with loss of garden/green space – insufficient car parking and not in keeping with Grade 11 status.

c. 09/0826  Willow Glen Dowbridge Kirkham  - re submission 
KTC observe that Plot 1 is acceptable – Plot 2 is acceptable subject to existing residents’ approval.

d. 09/0820  2 Wyre Avenue Kirkham retrospective permission for a front porch.
KTC – no specific observations

e. 09/0847
20 Southlands Avenue Kirkham  erection of two storey side extension

KTC support the proposal subject to existing parking being retained

f. 09/0439 Little Tarnbrick Farm appeal

KTC expressed no change to the original views

13. Staffing: - Concern was expressed re the amount of overtime by the Caretaker. The clerk detailed the works undertaken and the monitoring in place. noted
14. Finance report: - approved. The clerk to check on interest rates paid to the Business Reserve Account. Noted.

15. Highways: - Following the recent extreme weather Councillors reported on the lack of gritting and the poor state of repair of the roads. The Motorways and ‘A’ roads were maintained well. Cllr Oades and Cllr. Silverwood took the initiative to purchase half a ton of grit salt (to be reimbursed by KTC) and with the assistance of HMP Kirkham undertook to clear Poulton Street, Doctors surgeries and the sheltered housing areas. Gritting information was added to the web page. Cllr Oades also reported on a project to include farmers in roads clearing in future with a payment made and grit salt provided. This is a national initiative.  Noted that a letter of thanks with a request that should this level of weather occur again HMP Kirkham would offer assistance to be sent to the Governor.
16. Date and time of next meeting: The next meeting of Kirkham Town Council will take place on Tuesday February 2nd 2010 following Leisure Committee at 7pm Council Chamber Council Offices Moor Street Kirkham
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